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I��am��a��“closet”��Process��Engineer.����During��my��senior��year��in��high��school,��I��looked��over��the��types��
of��chemical��engineers��such��as��project��engineers,��research��engineers��and��process��engineers.����I��
wanted��to��make��things��for��others,��so��I��wanted��to��be��a��process��engineer.����My��father��was��
somewhat��an��upper��management��process/project��engineer��in��a��major��oil��company.����But,��my��
education��ruined��my��dream��when��I��earned��my��Ph.D.��from��the��University��of��Wisconsin�rMadison��
which��was��ranked��#1.����My��twin��brother��also��obtained��his��Master’s��degree��from��the��University��
of��Michigan��prior��to��being��drafted.����I��was��exempt��due��to��a��medical��condition��cause��by��falling��off��
a��swing��set��when��I��was��11��years��old.��
��
When��I��went��to��work,��it��was��in��the��research��field��of��enhanced��oil��recovery.����That��is��abbreviated��
as��EOR��which��I��think��really��stands��for��“expensive��oil��recovery.”����After��the��oil��bust��of��1986,��I��
started��up��a��small��chemical��company��in��Wisconsin��named��Furniture��Restoration��Products,��Ltd.����
Our��best��product��seller��was��a��methylene��chloride��based��furniture��stripper��to��which��was��added��a��
blend��I��developed��of��a��potassium��oleate��surfactant,��ethyl��alcohol��and����� �





As��I��wrote��earlier,��my��father��was��a��chemical��engineer��who��had��a��Masters��Degree��from��the��
University��of��Michigan.����He��was��the��Assistant��Manager��of��the��Gas��Utilization��Department��of��his��
employer.����I��had��my��first��venture��into��a��chemistry��lab��was��watching��titrations��at��the��New��Hope��
Gas��Plant��near��Mt.��Pleasant,��Texas.����When��teaching��a��course��of��Industrial��Processes��to��process��
technology��students��at��a��local��community��college,��I��found��a��newspaper��article��from��1961��
stating��the��New��Hope��Gas��Plant��was��the��first��implementation��of��the��Clause��Process��for��sulfur��
recovery��in��Texas.����At��the��time,��my��father��said��it��was��the��purest��produced��sulfur��in��the��world.����
That��was��one��of��his��projects.����For��some��odd��reason,��Canada��was��in��the��Southern��Division��of��that��
oil��company��and��is��where��he��leaned��to��curl.��
��
As��I��just��mentioned,��in��my��semi�rretirement��I��have��teaching��process��technology��at��a��local��
community��college.����I��discovered��that��the��Texas��Workforce��Commission��had��proposed��a��
“physics”��course��in��their��Workforce��Education��Course��Manual��(WECM)��designated��CTEC1401��
and��named��“Applied��Petrochemical��Technology”��whichfoundsome��a�of��the��Clause��
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