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| ama“closet” Proces€Engineer.Duringmy senioryearin highschool,l lookedoverthe types
of chemicalengineerssuchasprojectengineersyesearchengineersand processengineers.|
wantedto makethingsfor others,sol wantedto be a processngineer. My father was
somewhatan uppermanagemenprocess/projecengineerin a major oil company. But, my
educationruined my dreamwhen| earnedmy Ph.D from the Universityof WisconsinMadison
whichwasranked#1. My twin brother alsoobtainedhis Master’'sdegreefrom the University
of Michiganprior to beingdrafted. | wasexemptdueto a medicalconditioncauseby falling off
aswingsetwhenlwasl1yearsold.

Whenl went to work, it wasin the researchfield of enhancedoil recovery. Thatis abbreviated
asEORwhichl think really standsfor “expensiveoil recovery.” After the oil bustof 1986, 1
startedup a smallchemicalcompanyin WisconsimamedFurnitureRestorationProducts L td.
Ourbestproductsellerwasa methylenechloridebasedfurniture stripperto whichwasaddeda
blend| developedof a potassiumoleate surfactant,ethyl alcoholand






Asl wrote earlier,my father wasa chemicalengineerwho hada MastersDegreefrom the
Universityof Michigan. Hewasthe AssistantManagerof the GasUtilizationDepartmentof his
employer. | had myfirst ventureinto a chemistrylab waswatchingtitrations at the NewHope
GasPlantnearMt. PleasantTexas.Whenteachinga courseof IndustrialProcesse$o process
technologystudentsat alocalcommunitycollege,l found a newspaperarticle from 1961
statingthe NewHopeGasPlantwasthe first implementationof the ClausdProcesgor sulfur
recoveryin Texas.At the time, my father saidit wasthe purestproducedsulfurin the world.
Thatwasone of hisprojects. Forsomeodd reason,Canadavasin the SouthernDivisionof that
oil companyandiswhere he leanedto curl.

Asl just mentioned,in my semiretirement | haveteachingprocesgechnologyat alocal
communitycollege. | discoveredhat the TexasNorkforceCommissiorhad proposeda
“physics”coursein their WorkforceEducationCourseManual( WECMYesignhatedCTEC1401
andnamed“Applied Petrochemicallechnologyivhichamda of the Clause
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