
 October 2024 aiche.org/cep 11

October 2024

Messages for Manufacturing Personnel
http://www.aiche.org/CCPS/Publications/Beacon/index.aspx www.iomosaic.com

This Issue Sponsored by

©AIChE 2024. All rights reserved. Reproduction for non-commercial, educational purposes is encouraged. However, reproduction for any commercial purpose without express written consent of 
AIChE is strictly prohibited. Contact us at ccps_beacon@aiche.org or 646-495-1371.

Some Short-Cuts May Cut Lives Short

Do things right the first time; there may be no next time.

Thirty-five years ago, 85,000 lbs (39 m.t.) of process gas, mostly ethylene, was 
released from a plastics plant in Pasadena, TX. The cloud ignited two minutes 

later in an explosion. Debris flew as far as 6 mi (10 km), luckily hitting no one. The 
ensuing fire caused the explosion of a 20,000-gal (75 m³) isobutane tank; other 
explosions followed. On the site, 23 employees and contractors were killed, and 


