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Some Short-Cuts May Cut Lives Short

Do things right the first time; there may be no next time.

Thirty-five years ago, 85,000 lbs (39 m.t.) of process gas, mostly ethylene, was 
released from a plastics plant in Pasadena, TX. The cloud ignited two minutes 

later in an explosion. Debris flew as far as 6 mi (10 km), luckily hitting no one. The 
ensuing fire caused the explosion of a 20,000-gal (75 m³) isobutane tank; other 
explosions followed. On the site, 23 employees and contractors were killed, and 


