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Are Your Safety Devices Working?

Did You Know?

	 • Active safety devices such as alarms, interlocks, or 
shutdown systems must be tested on a schedule, or their 
reliability will deteriorate over time. This is particularly 
true of gas detectors, which are sensitive instruments that 
require regular calibration.
	 • Some safety devices are not used during normal 
operation. It may not be apparent that a safety device has 
failed or has an operational error (e.g., a worker disabled the 
device) if it is not used regularly.
	 • A robust reliability program tests all components as 
a system to confirm that the entire system will work when 
needed. Plant engineers establish inspection, testing, and 
maintenance frequencies and procedures based on reli-
ability calculations and failure data.
	


