
thereby preventing the production of 

proteins essential for survival of  
the insect pest. -pod Management Technologies (CAMTech), an Industry-University Cooperative Research Center funded by the National Science Foundation, conducted research to address the dif-ferential efficiency of RNAi. 	 In order to trigger RNAi, dsRNAs 
must withstand degradation by nucle-ase enzymes (dsRNases), be absorbed into the cell, and be transported via endosomes (membrane-bound com-partments) within the cell to appropri-ate sites for processing into siRNA. Previous research had suggested that poor uptake of dsRNA played a pri-mary role in the differential efficiency of RNAi against insect pests. CAM-Tech scientists led by Subba Reddy Palli performed a comparative analy-sis of dsRNA degradation, uptake, and processing in the Colorado potato beetle (CPB; Coleoptera), in which RNAi works very well, and in the fall armyworm (FAW; Lepidoptera), in which RNAi does not work well. 	 In addition to identifying the key 
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