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A multifaceted and culturally integrated chemical engineering 
profession will be the uniting objective of AIChE leaders and the 

heads of companies in the chemical process industries and beyond 
when they join together at the Institute’s 2014 Gala. This year’s 
fundraising event, to be held Friday, Dec. 5, at the Grand Hyatt Hotel 
in New York, NY, will shine a light on organizations that have found 
strength in diversity. Funds raised during the gala will underwrite 
AIChE’s continued efforts to promote diversity in the chemical 
engineering workforce — through support for the Institute’s student 
activities in the developing world; K–12 and public outreach; 
initiatives conducted by its Minority Affairs and Women’s Initiatives 
committees, local sections, and student chapters; and in innumer-
able other ways.
	 Among the gala’s highlights, the event will honor Raj L. Gupta, 
Chairman of Avantor Performance Materials and Senior Advisor 
at New Mountain Capital; Ryan M. Lance, Chairman and CEO of 
ConocoPhillips; and Patricia A. Woertz, Chairman and CEO of Archer 
Daniels Midland Co. These company leaders will be recognized for 
exemplifying a personal commitment to a diverse culture in their 
companies and practices. 
	 Selma Mededovic Thagard, Chair of AIChE’s Women’s Initiatives 
Committee (WIC), says that by working to ensure a diverse engineer-
ing workforce, AIChE and its leaders are striving for more than simply 
a more equitable and inclusive working environment. “A diversity of 
perspectives and life experience sparks imagination and creativity, 
which propels quality engineering,” she says. Zenaida Otero Geph-
ardt, Chair of AIChE’s Societal Impact Operating Council, adds that 
diversity in the workplace is necessary for the success of businesses 
today, and will be essential as engineers work together to take on 
the challenges of the future. “It is gratifying that many of AIChE’s 
industrial partners have a strong commitment to diversity,” she says.
	 The 2014 AIChE Gala will be co-chaired by James L. Hambrick,  
Chairman, President and CEO of Lubrizol, along with John Y. 

Televantos, Partner at Arsenal Capital Partners; S. Shariq Yosufzai, 
Vice President for Global Diversity, Ombuds, and University Affairs at 
Chevron; Karen A. Fletcher, Vice President for Engineering, Facilities 
Services, and Real Estate, and Chief Engineer at DuPont; and Todd A. 
Werpy, Senior Vice President of Research and Development at Archer 
Daniels Midland Co. 
	 Each fall, AIChE holds an awards gala that recognizes leaders 
from a variety of industries whose careers exemplify excellence 
in advancing chemical engineering. The gala strengthens AIChE’s 
connection with industry leaders and builds support for important 
initiatives AIChE is undertaking on behalf of its members and the 
chemical engineering profession.
	 Last year’s fundraising gala, held Nov. 21, 2013, in New York 
City, raised $400,000 to support the expansion of ethics training for 
chemical engineering undergraduates, as well as to support lifelong-
learning opportunities for professional engineers.
	 Read more about the 2014 AIChE Gala at www.aiche.org/gala.

Edward L. Cussler, Distinguished Institute Professor in 
the Dept. of Chemical and Materials Engineering at the 

Univ. of Minnesota, has been selected to deliver AIChE’s 
66th Institute Lecture. He will present his talk, “The Future 
�R�I���W�K�H���/�H�F�W�X�U�H���´���R�Q���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����1�R�Y�������������������������D�W���������������D�P����
during the 2014 AIChE Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA. In 
�K�L�V���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����&�X�V�V�O�H�U���Z�L�O�O���U�H�À�H�F�W���R�Q���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��
faced by the university education system, and discuss new 
methods of delivering effective teaching to today’s engi-
neering students.
	 Cussler joined the Univ. of Minnesota faculty in 1980 
after 13 years teaching at Carnegie Mellon Univ. He is the 
�D�X�W�K�R�U���R�I���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���D�Q�G���¿�Y�H���E�R�R�N�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
Diffusion and Chemical Product Design. 
	 A Fellow of AIChE, Cussler served as the Institute’s 
president in 1994, and is a past recipient of AIChE’s  
Allan P. Colburn Award for Excellence in Publications and  

Warren K. Lewis Award for 
Chemical Engineering Education. 
Other honors include the Separa-
tions Science Award from the 
American Chemical Society, the 
�0�H�U�U�\�¿�H�O�G���'�H�V�L�J�Q���$�Z�D�U�G���I�U�R�P��
the American Society for Engi-
neering Education, and honor-
ary doctorate degrees from the 
Universities of Lund (Sweden) 
and Nancy (France). Cussler is 
also a Fellow of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science and a member of the National Academy of 
Engineering.
	 He earned his BE from Yale Univ. and his MS and  
PhD in chemical engineering from the Univ. of 
Wisconsin-Madison. 
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