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Piper Alpha, and the September 2007 
Beacon for another incident related to work permits.

Å Be complete in documenting the status of all equipment in your plant logs. At the end of your shift, clearly communicate the information to the incoming workers. Take the time to make sure they fully understand the status of all operating equipment, and the status of all maintenance jobs.Å Always follow work-permit proce-dures exactly as required, including all documentation, communication, and recordkeeping. Do not take shortcuts, and be sure to personally check everything on the permit. Never assume that things have been done correctly — if you are going to sign the permit, check it yourself.

What Can You Do?What Went Wrong?

Remember Piper Alpha by taking your turnover and work-permit procedures seriously!

This month marks the 25th anniversary of the Piper Alpha offshore oil platform disaster in the North Sea approximately 110 miles (180 km) 
from Aberdeen, Scotland. On July 6, 1988, a series of catastrophic explobeen loosely installed in place of the relief valve at a location that was not readily visible. When the pump was started, this blank leaked, producing a þammable cloud that subsequently found an ignition source. The pump was started at about 10 p.m., and by 1 a.m. the platform had been entirely destroyed and most of its occupants had been killed.
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