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The United Nations General Assembly has declared 2011 the International 
Year of Chemistry (IYC 2011), a worldwide celebration of the achieve-

ments of chemistry and its contributions to the well-being of people every-
where. With the theme of Chemistry — our life, our future, the goals of IYC 
2011 are increasing public appreciation of chemistry in meeting the world’s 
needs, encouraging interest in chemistry and chemical engineering among 
young people, generating enthusiasm for the creative future of chemistry and 
chemical engineering, and celebrating the achievements of Marie Curie (the 
year marks the centennial of her Nobel Prize) and the contributions of women 
to chemistry and chemical engineering. The major themes focus on meeting 
the global challenges of clean air, safe water, dependable medicines, advanced 
materials, and sustainable energy.


